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Cowardice and courage are both inferences and judgments but, they are powerful realities 
for us all. As people, parents and citizens we are governed and, judged by words with 
such powerful meanings. These words are of course, intangible and exist as inferences 
and judgments about behavior and actions that harbor opinions regarding our behavior 
and those of others. 

These are more than just words they are guidelines that we as parents, leaders, and 
officials from either side of the aisle use to describe the world see and in which we live. 
There is an American expression and I’m sure it exists in all languages, “Those are 
fighting words.” But what exactly does that mean?  

In principle in my perception, it simply means be careful about the path you travel as 
there may be discord, danger, and disaster awaiting you. What is clear in these uncleared 
times is that the debacle currently happening in Afghanistan is, in my perception, an 
attempt to abandon our commitments and avoid responsibilities and promises made to 
others as we leave Afghanistan. We are following the president’s directive to abandoned 
that part of the world.  

Foreign policy is nothing more than the implementation of a collective opinion by those 
in the leadership of a group or country. In this case, it is America about which I speak.  
Like a clock, it ticks and, functions about time, attention, and pressure. The hands-on 
clock will eventually return to the exact same position they were hours before. It is 
inherent in the notion of time. We have the expression “the hands of a clock are correct at 
least once a day.” Hence, the remark, “what goes around comes around.”  

We teach our children that generally speaking there is no real right or wrong but simply 
opinions about perceptions about events that influence and impact our lives. We generally 
think about this as the understanding and implementation of learned values. 
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Beginning life with such anamorphic, wobbly set of guidelines and uncertainties by 
definition, is the framework for confusion, chaos, and conflict. Young people in various 
stages of development along with their parents who may be equally be baffled, unclear, 
and uncertain about what is and what is not appropriate behavior in the face of human 
difficulties create a perfect formula for difference, disagreement, and disaster.  

What a birthday present as we enter this world! Today the eyes of the world via mass 
media scrutiny will tell us not, just what we see but, what it means, and moreover, what 
we should think and ultimately what is the appropriate action(s) we should take regarding 
what is being presented to us in their perceptions as fact! 

Most of those “facts” are collective inferences and judgments that are as changeable as 
the channels on your television set.  One group of talking heads can vehemently argue a 
position that is absolutely antithetical to another group that is a channel click away.  

The above remark should not be a revelation to most of us. It is in fact an obvious reality. 
Our “truths” are little more than inferences and judgments about the world in which we 
live and attempt to understand. Add to this “semantic premise” and you have formed the 
basis for decoding, dissension, and sometimes even disaster! 

The proverbial barbershop discussion usually hinges around differing opinions of what 
constitutes reality. The barber holds the razor the clients all the opinions. We pay, smile, 
and thank each other, and then go about our way. 

It’s like a certain body part everybody has one. And so, it is, today as we take major 
foreign-policy decisions that will impact us all immediately and in the upcoming future. 
And for those in the war zone, it may be a matter of life and death.  

Cowardice or courage is a matter of perception. But, it is one that directly relates to life 
and death for some people in our world and currently the most obvious group are those 
scrambling to exit a country disgraced by American foreign policy, cowardice and, 
misjudgment. 

Of course, in no way repeat, no way does this reflect on the brave men and women who 
served or are serving in our military who rightfully respond to the directives of those who 
lead our government and defend our American way of life. 
Being disgruntled or dismayed goes with being somebody who reads the newspaper or 
the biased opinions of those whose news programs we regularly watch that show are new 
points. 
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Now is the time for all Americans and people of this world to realize that foreign policy 
is not just descriptive words - it is a factual reality that impacts the frantic life of those 
involved in its practical and operational translation of those words in distant parts of our 
world. 

Regardless of your political persuasion whether you support or disagree with our actions 
overseas they have life and death implications that we witness close up on our televisions 
or radios. 

Be careful who you vote for -their promises and wishes may come true. Their promises 
based on their perceptions impact our lives in more ways often than we can even know. 
The next time you go to the grocery store pause for a moment and look around at our 
fellow citizens. Ask yourself this question, ”Do they have a child in harm’s way? Do they 
recognize the importance of involvement, by voting, by speaking out, and by genuinely 
participating in what we have fought and died for throughout the centuries called 
democracy! 

Today is a day to look, see and feel the extraordinary impact we as voters and citizens 
have on our country and its direction! If you don’t like the political realities of our 
government and its actions maybe next November you will do what is necessary and vote 
your consciousness.  

You have absolutely nothing to say about the current situation that we face in Afghanistan 
or other parts of the world if you did not use the right to vote. Over the centuries who 
have fought and died to give us a vote and voice. 

God will bless America especially if we have citizens that will realize that we get what 
we deserve. Think about it! Freedom is not free nor is it lasting for those who are 
unwilling, uninterested, or just plain stupid enough to trust others to make judgments for 
them.  
We are in fact authors or co-authors in some ways for the realities of Kabul, and 
Afghanistan. Think about it the next time you have an opportunity to vote or not! 

Let us keep in mind we as American’s have sacrificed our blood and treasure for what too 
many of us see as a foreign-policy disaster. We are Americans and therefore, we will get 
through this debacle as we always have.  

God bless us, our troops, as we exit a mission not complete - but over!  Next time DON’T 
forget to vote! 
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